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Shalom, my friends,

It’s hard to
believe how quickly
this year is moving
along! As you read
this letter, I have
been in Israel since
June 7th. Please
pray that I do the
will of our God and
am led by the Holy
Spirit. Also, please pray for my safety.

While in the Land, I had the opportunity
to hear one of my friends give a first-hand
account of things that are happening here
in Israel. Below, [ want to share this report

Nathan L. Jacobus
President, MJMI

“And now, Lord, take note of their threats,
and grant that Your bond-servants may
speak Your word with all confidence, while
You extend Your hand to heal, and signs
and wonders take place....”

Acts 4:29-30 NAS

On Sunday the police showed up at
our door. They had a summons for me to
appear in court (along with a couple from
our congregation). The summons contained
19 pages of unfounded claims. The suit was
presented in the name of the parents of a
teenage girl who had developed a friendship
with the couple in our congregation.

In Israel it is illegal to convert a minor
to another religion without the parents’
consent. We would not do that under any
circumstance, and in this case, we had noti-
fied the family in writing that the teenager
could only attend with parental permission.
Therefore the suit was groundless in the
first place.

with you, in his own words.

Rejected for Yeshua

This past year offered some
unprecedented opportunities
to discuss our faith on Israeli
media. This included the edu-
cational television, television
channel one, and the largest
Hebrew newspaper, Yediot.

During this time I have
also attended a local Sep-
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parents, the lawyer simply began to attack
us as a cult, calling me repeatedly “a leader
of the cult of the Messianic Jews (Acts 24:4-
5).” While this was demeaning, it had no
legal bearing on the case. The suit was a
ploy to defame us and had little to do with
caring for the needy young lady.

Finally, the judge became angry and
asked what all this religious talk had to
do with the legal suit (Luke 23:4, 14, Acts
18:14-15, 19:38). When we presented as
evidence our letters to the family requiring
parental permission, the judge closed the
case. It is a shame that the parents were
exploited in the hands of those trying to
discredit us. We can only hope for the best
for this girl and her family.

When we returned home, we found
out about the next “wave” of opposition: an
article planned in the local newspaper, attack-
ing us as a “missionary” cult. Apparently the
court case was part of a “spin” to defame us
in the newspapers. Please pray fervently that
everything that was meant for evil will be
turned to good. I want to thank our lawyer
and dear friend Caleb Myers, of Jerusalem
Institute for Justice, who represented us in
this case.

hardic orthodox synagogue,
because I enjoy studying,
praying and fellowshipping
with them. A few weeks
ago, one of the members
identified me from the
television. I affirmed to
him my faith as a Messianic
Jew. It didn’t take long for
the word to spread around

Here in Israel, | am
once again amazed by
the beauty of this Land
God gave to His Jewish
people. Above, | stood
on a hillside overlook-
ing the Sea of Galilee.
To the right, we came
across a flock of sheep
having their lunch in a
pasture in the Galil (the

the synagogue.

The rabbi asked to

meet with me. He is a dear man, whom 1
respect. We talked for over an hour about
faith and religion. Although he was polite,
he told me that the rabbis in Jerusalem
were organizing “harsh” opposition to me
and that he would stand with them. That
next Shabbat they refused to let me into the
synagogue. I realized they were not really
rejecting me, but rejecting Yeshua, who
loves them more than they know. He and I
walked away together sadly.

Galilee area).

When we arrived in court, there was
a religious lawyer and a representative of
an “anti-missionary” group. [It is worth
noting that the majority of the Israeli public
and the government agencies are not “anti-
Messianic.” The opposition comes primar-
ily from extremist religious groups. ]

Instead of dealing with the suit of the

Living the
Scriptures

The spiri-
tual attack of
religious perse-
cution is three
fold: Rejection,
Intimidation,
and Defamation.
You could say
they are trying
to get RID of us.
Because of your
prayers, we were
protected by the grace of God and sustained
with great peace of mind.

The whole situation was reminiscent
of living out a scene from the book of Acts.
There we were, sitting in a court room in
Jerusalem, accused of being a cult, blocked
from the synagogue, plotted against by
Pharisees. I suppose it was sort of an honor.

(...continued on back)



(...continued from front)

The slanders against us are a diversion from
the real issue: Either Yeshua is the Mes-
siah, or He isn’t (Acts 17:3).

For decades I have taught that we
should live like the apostles. Ah, but there
is no apostolic revival without persecution.
“Now, Lord, behold their threats, and grant
to Your servants to declare Your word with
all boldness, stretching out Your hand to
heal and do signs and wonders...” — Acts
4:29. Did we expect to get the signs and
wonders without the threats?

We are gaining a clearer perspective on
the biblical narrative.

1. Religious leaders will “incite” normal
people to be angry (Acts 6:12, 14:2,
14:19, 13:50, 17:5, 17:13).

2. They will hire legal and forensic spe-
cialists to accuse us (Acts 24:1).

7. If we pray hard
enough, themodern
day apostles will be
delivered from jail
(Acts 12:5). If we do
not, they will not
be delivered (Acts
12:2).

8. Thinking there will
be revival with-
out persecution is
a deception (Acts
14:22).

9. Everything will be
acceptable except
one thing: the
name of Yeshua
(Acts 4:17-18, 5:28,
5:40).

Is all this worth it?

URGENT

Humanitarian Need

We are facing a grim reality in Israel. Did you know
some 123,500 people joined the circle of poverty in
Israel in 2009, according to the National Insurance
Institute’s Poverty and Social Gaps released Monday
November 8th, 2010? A total of 850,300 children live
under the poverty line, the report said, and almost two
in five children are disadvantaged.

We cannot just sit with hands folded and say that
this is the sad reality of Israel today! In partnership with
Voice of Judah Ministries in Ashdod, we want to con-
tinue to help those suffering in the Land by distributing
food packages to poor and underprivileged families.

During the last few years, the world wide eco-
nomic crisis has caused a large number of Christian
humanitarian aid organizations to disappear, which
makes our efforts even more urgent. Please ask how
our Lord would have you pray and give to MJMI so

Yes. For what reason?
LOVE. If we love our

that you can help us reach our goal to bless families
who are truly in need.

3. This is why Yeshua decreed to sepa-
rate state and religion (“Give unto

Caesar...” - Matthew 22:21), and
Saul/Paul turned to state authori-
ties (“Before the judgment seat of
Caesar...” - Acts 25:10).

4. We will be accused of being a cult
(Acts 24:5, 14, 28:22).

5. Instead of dealing with
the content of our mes-
sage, the issue will be
diverted to attacking
our character, through
lies and slander (Luke
23:1-2, Acts 16:20,17:6,
18:13,21:28, 22:22).

6. They will seek to catch
us in one mistake in
our words in order to
accuse us (Luke 11:54,
14:1, 20:20).

Just outside of
Jerusalem, | visited
the Garden Tomb,
a site believed by
many to be the tomb
where Yeshua was
laid before his res-
urrection (above). The sign in the
photo to the right, displayed near the
tomb, boldy procaims that Yeshua has
indeed been raised from the dead.
He is the Messiah of Israel, and we
must pray that the eyes of all Jewish
people will be opened to see Him!

people, then pain and
persecution are worth the
price to show them the love of Messiah. I
don’t feel in any way offended or hurt. We
simply love our people and would be will-
ing to lay down our lives for them (Acts
7:60, 20:24, 21:13).
They really just don’t
understand (Luke
23:46). Yet.

For more information
about what my friend
and his organization
are doing in the Land,
please take a moment
to visit their website at
www.reviveisrael.org.

Spreading the Word

The heart of MJMI was, is, and always
will be Jewish Evangelism and Disciple-
ship! Dear friends, are you willing to join
us in this effort? Will you help us keep the
vision alive? God established the ministry
of MJMI forty-eight years ago, and now it
is time for a new generation to accept the
call. The Jewish people are becoming more
open to the Good News of Yeshua, and we
must be available to spread the word!

If you are saying, “Yes, I want to take
part in this calll” please take some time
to ask the Lord if he would have you give
financially to MJMI. Your gifts, no matter
how large or small, are greatly appreci-
ated, and they are helping us reach many
with the message of salvation. You can also
support us through your prayers, for we are
definitely fighting a spiritual battle.

Please pray that the Lord will continue
to guide us along the path He has laid before
us. There is much still to be done, and we
all need to do our part. We are working
together to see the Jewish people through-
out the world embrace Yeshua, their Mes-
siah—and all Israel will be saved!

With all of my IOV/?M,

Nathan L. Jacobus,
President/Executive Director X:X
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