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given an oil radiator and
a blanket as a gift. Here
in Israel, we have short
but harsh winters with
heavy rains and strong
wind. It can be cold and
wet in the apartments—
especially during the
night, when temperature decreases
to 40 or 50°F—and not every family
can afford to get a radiator. So you
can imagine how glad people were to
receive such a gift!
“We also have a monthly distribution of food packages for these immigrants, and also share the Good News of Yeshua
with them. I was recently privileged to interpret for a pastor from the USA who had come
to share the Word of God with the people. It
was very moving message and I thank God
that I was able to pass it on to the people in the
right form!”

So by royal decree, the
Jews of Persia escaped an
onslaught against them,
and instituted Puriym as
an annual reminder to all
Israel of this “good day.”
Puriym is to be celebrated
“the fourteenth day of the
month of Adar [the twelfth month], and the fifteenth day
of it, in every year…” (Esther 9:21)

A History of Persecution and Protection
Although neither the name of Adonai nor any reference
to the God of Israel is found in the book of Esther, the
underlying theme of divine providence is encapsulated
in the famous line uttered by Mordechai to the reluctant
Queen Esther: “and who knows whether you have come to
the kingdom for a time such as this?” (Esther 4:14) God’s
silent role in the story of Esther is what brought about the
protection and salvation of the Jewish people of Persia.
The story of Esther is not the first account in which the
Jewish people faced atrocities at the hands of the Gentiles.
Even before she became a nation, Israel’s future was severely threatened while she remained enslaved by Pharaoh
in Egypt. We continue to see the spirit of anti-Semitism
weaved like a thread throughout the tapestry of Israel’s
volatile history. When she was not destroying herself by
following other gods and losing her own way, she was being

squeezed by the nations—forced to worship and follow
other gods and other ways, or face the sting of persecution and death.
Puriym, therefore, is one more event in a long line of
persecution-related narratives, joining a host of Jewish
“histori-days”—including Chanukah, which celebrates
the victory of the Maccabees over the
overwhelming anti-Semitic and assimilating forces of their day; and the
modern Yom Yerushalayim, which
celebrates the retaking of the old city
of Jerusalem during the six day war of
1967, ending the reign of Gentile rule
over Jerusalem for the first time in two
millennia. Puriym is, of course, unique,
since it alone appears in the Hebrew
canon of Scripture, but its themes reverberate through the
annals of time.

Salvation Through Yeshua
My friend, anti-Semitism is most certainly still at work in the world today,
but we know that God will continue to
preserve and protect his chosen people,
just as He has done throughout history.
However, we also know that Adonai’s
ultimate salvation for His people has
already been accomplished through the
work of the Messiah Yeshua—and it is
vitally important for the Jewish people
to embrace that salvation. This is the
ultimate purpose and goal of MJMI,
and I am asking you to stand with me for the redemption
and deliverance of my people.
Your generous donation of $10, $25, $100 or more will help
MJMI accomplish its vision to see all Israel saved. Please
use the enclosed card and envelope, or visit www.mjmi.org
to send your much-needed donation today. And if you aren’t
already, please consider becoming a ministry partner, so that
I will know we can count on you for monthly support.
This Puriym, let us remember God’s promise to the Jewish
people:
Blessed is Adonai, the God of Yis’rael, because He looked
upon us, and worked redemption for His people, and raised
a horn of salvation to us, in the house of David His servant,
as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, which have
been from the age, salvation from our enemies,
and out of the hand of all those hating us. (Luke 1:68-71, quoting Psalm 106:10, MJLT)
For the sake of the Messiah,

Kevin Geoffrey, President, MJMI

Messianic Jewish Movement International • PO BOX 41071 • Phoenix, AZ 85080
1-800-4-YESHUA (1-800-493-7482) • 515-999-MJMI (6564) • www.mjmi.org • office@mjmi.org

